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A LEADER’S GUIDE for a STUDY based on 

QUOTES FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE BAPTIZED IN DAILY LIFE 

 

for 6 potential sessions or combined for a retreat or intensive study 

 

This format has a number of possible uses. It can be a series of educational events over six 

sessions, one quote per session; or one session by having six small groups, each dealing with one 

of the quotes; or some other combination such as a retreat or intensive study format. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCESS  

Open the gathering with prayer, perhaps from the Prayer Resources at RadicalSending.com. 

Each quote below is followed by a few questions for discussion.  Divide the participants into 

groups of 4- 6 people.  Allow 15-20 minutes per quote and discussion with one person chosen as 

a spokesperson.  Share the results in the Plenary. Move then to conclude the process. 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS  

1) Connecting One’s Occupation with Ministry 

Quotes from Dorothy Sayers (English writer, poet, playwright, essayist, and Christian humanist) 

“The first demand on a carpenter’s religion is that he makes good tables. What use is anything 

else if in the center of his life and occupation he insulting God with bad carpentry?” 

“In nothing has the Church so lost her hold on reality as in her failure to understand and respect 

the secular vocation.” 

Questions for Discussion  

 What connection does Ms. Sayers envision between one’s Christian faith and one’s 

work?  

 How does that relate to (a) your personal situation and (b) your congregation? 

 

2) Bible Study   
Read Luke 3:10-15 or Matthew 5:13-16. Suggestion: Have one person read the passage through, 

asking participants to reflect on what disciples are being called to be/do. 

Questions for Discussion  

 Who are the people being called? 

 What are they being called to be/do? 

 Where and to whom is their calling? Note in Luke, these are the consequences of 

baptism; in Matthew they point to one’s daily life. 

 How does that calling translate into your life? 

 How does your congregation support such a calling? 

  

3) A Day in One’s Life  
Each participant spends 5-6 minutes individually: Picks a day in the past week. Briefly, in 

chronological order, list what you did during that day from waking up to going to bed. Now 

check those when you experienced ministry.  Looking back over list: why did you check some as 

ministry and others as not?  Now formulate your own working definition of ministry.  

Questions for Discussion  

 Each person shares his/her ministry/non ministry checks.. 

 From, that sharing, what, for you, is ministry? 

http://www.churchpublishing.org/radicalsending


 
Copyright © 2015 Demi Prentiss and Fletcher Lowe. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 What responsibility, if any, does a congregation have in helping its members in this effort 

of ministry definition? 

 

4) Connecting Faith with Daily Life 

Quote from Byron Rushing, (an Episcopalian in the Massachusetts Legislature) 

“Jesus is in the Legislature where I am called to serve. If he were not there, I should not be there 

either.” 

Questions for Discussion: 

 What connection does Mr. Rushing make between his work and his faith?  

 How would he define “ministry?” 

 How does this translate into your work? 

 In what way(s) could a congregation equip persons like Mr. Rushing in their ministry in 

the world? 

 

5) Radical Sending  

From the Book of Common Prayer 

 …that we may do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in…  (BCP, 339) 

 … Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us the strength and courage to love and 

serve you with gladness and singleness of heart… (BCP, 365) 

 … And now Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. (BCP, 366) 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. (BCP, 366) 

 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. (BCP, 366) 

Questions for discussion: 

 Where and whatfor you is “the work you have given us to do?”  

 As a Christian, what do you need to equip you for this work? 

 How does your congregation prepare you for this work? 

 

6) Connecting Work and Faith 

A quote from Martin Luther King, Jr.  

“If it falls to your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep streets like Michelangelo carved marble. 

Sweep streets as Shakespeare wrote pictures. Sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven 

will have to say, “Here lives the street sweeper who did his job well.” 

Questions for Discussion:  

 What connection does Dr. King make between the street sweeper and faith?  

 How might he define “ministry?” 

 How does this translate into your work? 

 In what way(s) could a congregation equip persons like the street sweeper in their 

ministry in the world? 

 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION  

 Each small group shares the key points from its discussion. 

 From that, what is a definition of Ministry? Vocation? Calling? 
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 On a scale of 0 (not at all) to 10 (totally) rate your congregation in its affirmation of this 

understanding of ministry. Why did you place it there? What step(s) can you take to raise the 

support level of your congregation as a base camp for ministry in daily life? 

 What are some personal take aways from this discussion for your own 

ministry/calling/vocation in daily life? 

 

 

CLOSING 

Leader: Summarizing prayer followed by: And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have 

given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.”  

 

Participants: Thanks be to God! 

 
 


