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Prayers from the Celtic Tradition 
 
God to enfold me, 
God to surround me, 
God in my speaking, 
God in my thinking. 
God in my sleeping, 
God in my waking, 
God in my watching, 
God in my hoping. 
God in my life, 
God in my lips, 
God in my soul, 
God in my heart. 
God in my sufficing, 
God in my slumber, 
God in mine ever-living soul, 
God in mine eternity. 
--The Carmina Gadelica by Alexander Carmichael (1900) 
 
You are the peace of all things calm 
You are the place to hide from harm 
You are the light that shines in dark 
You are the heart’s eternal spark 
You are the door that's open wide 
You are the guest who waits inside 
You are the stranger at the door 
You are the calling of the poor 
You are my Lord and with me still 
You are my love, keep me from ill 
You are the light, the truth, the way 
You are my Saviour this very day.  
--Celtic Oral Tradition (first millennium) 
 
Circle me, Lord. 
Keep protection near 
And danger afar. 
Circle me, Lord 
Keep hope within. 
Keep doubt without. 
Circle me, Lord. 
Keep light near 
And darkness afar. 
Circle me, Lord. 
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Keep peace within. 
Keep evil out. 
--David Adam, http://www.worldprayers.org/archive/prayers/invocations/circle_me_lord.html 
 
You've blessed me with friends and laughter and fun 
With rain that's as soft as the light from the sun 
You've blessed me with the stars to brighten each night 
You've given me help to know wrong from right 
You've given me so much, so please Lord give me too 
A heart that is always Grateful to you. 
--Traditional Celtic prayer 
 
May your neighbors respect you, 
Trouble neglect you, 
The angels protect you, 
And heaven accept you. 
--Traditional Celtic prayer 
 
May the Lord keep you in His Hand  
and never close His fist too tight. 
--Traditional Celtic Prayer 
 
May God give you... 
For every storm, a rainbow, 
For every tear, a smile, 
For every care, a promise, 
And a blessing in each trial. 
For every problem life sends, 
A faithful friend to share, 
For every sigh, a sweet song, 
And an answer for each prayer. 
--An Irish Prayer 
 
May you see God's light on the path ahead 
When the road you walk is dark. 
May you always hear, 
Even in your hour of sorrow, 
The gentle singing of the lark. 
When times are hard may hardness 
Never turn your heart to stone, 
May you always remember 
when the shadows fall— 
You do not walk alone. 
--Traditional Celtic Prayer 
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Big Sea, Little Boat, 
Dear God, be good to me; 
The sea is so wide, 
And my boat is so small. 
--Fisherman’s Prayer 
 
Be thou a bright flame before me, 
Be thou a guiding star above me, 
Be thou a smooth path below me, 
Be thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 
Today––tonight––and for ever 
--Columba (521- 597) 
 
Give us a vision, Lord: 
To see what we can achieve, 
To reach out beyond ourselves, 
To share our lives with others, 
To stretch our capacities, 
To increase our sense of purpose, 
To be aware of where we can help, 
To be sensitive to your presence, 
To give heed to your constant call 
--Traditional Celtic Prayer 
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