
Faith @ Work --  

By Philip Brooks 

 

No priest has ever invited himself to come by my office to talk about things.  Not until Fletcher 

Lowe called to say he wanted to come by to see me.  My first thought was “what have I done 

now?”  I was somewhat relieved to learn he wanted to discuss faith at work, but, then I wondered 

“faith at work,” what is that all about! 

 

I have always drawn an “iron curtain” between my professional life and my personal beliefs.  I 

knew to never discuss politics and religion at work.  I confess to having broken the political rule 

several times (especially over the past several years), but I can not recall discussing religion in 

my workplace other than professing my Christianity.  Consequently, I have not thought deeply 

and meaningfully about faith at work. 

 

Jesus had a few things to say about my profession – the “money changers.”  Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John wrote about the story of Jesus cleansing the temple.  It is one of the more 

prominent gospel stories.  Jesus correctly teaches that the commerce of the world should be kept 

from the shrines of God.  I would never make a deal in a temple of God, but we live in God’s 

world where many people worship money.  It has become a “rite.”  It is a challenge to avoid 

getting consumed by the ultimate goal – making money for your clients, for your company, and 

for yourself.  It is easy to forget that true spirituality is not dependent on material rites. 

 

Mine is an exhilarating job.  Negotiating a deal on any given day, I could start the morning well, 

by noon be ready to crawl under a rock, and by the end of the day either be atop or buried under 

a mountain.  In the finance business, I arrange partnerships between borrowers and sources of 

capital.  Whether it’s my company’s money or someone else’s money, everybody is looking for 

the deal – the borrower wanting the most money for the lowest cost and the least hassle and the 

lender wanting the highest cost with the most controls.  I’m in the middle of a business where 

everyone is looking to count money, spend money, borrow money, play with money, and, 

ultimately, make more money.  How is it possible that Christianity could have a place in such an 

environment?  What was I going to discuss with Fletcher?  

 

At the introduction to our meeting, Fletcher asked me to tell him what I do in my work.  I started 

and easily fell into my “marketing grove,” reciting by rote memory the overview of my job.  He 

listened intently.  I began to ramble and twenty minutes later, we each knew more about my 

profession and my role within that profession.  By describing it to him in the context of God and 

Christianity, I had better defined the job for myself.  And during the course of the conversation, I 

began to realize the culmination of the money-grubbing deals might actually be worthy of God’s 

approval. 

 

I specialize in seniors housing and healthcare finance.  After negotiating, cajoling, and even 

threatening, the end result of a deal provides housing and healthcare services for old people – our 

parents and grandparents, rich or poor.  Caring for the elderly is complex.  It requires money, 

financial engineering, and sophisticated business structures.  But looking through all this 

complexity, I now see I my efforts meet two of God’s basic laws – love thy father and thy 

mother and love thy neighbors as thy self.   



 

I love my job.  I look forward going to work each day.  I now can say I am comfortable with my 

job in reconciling to my religious beliefs.  And, I thank Fletcher for that comfort.  I wasn’t 

seeking this reconciliation because I had never thought about it.  Now I have and all is well.  

This is an outstanding ministry.  Inward discernment is a good thing. 


